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Submission Content/Notes : Brad Stewart, B-R-A-D, S-T-E-W-A-R-T. Good afternoon everyone. On
behalf of the faculty, staff and students of Montgomery College,
welcome to the Takoma park Silver Spring campus and thank you for
this opportunity to testify in support of light rail for the purple line.

The mission of Montgomery College says that students are the center of
our universe and that we change their lives by providing a wide variety of
quality educational programs and academic support to everyone who
comes through our doors.

Everyone gets a chance here at Montgomery College. To paraphrase
what Bruce Springsteen said about Barack Obama, we work every day
to close the gap between American reality and the American dream.

The purple line will help us do that for even more residents of
Montgomery County and the national capital region.

You might be thinking to yourself, wow, that's quite a claim even for a
college professor turned administrator. Well, here's how the purple line
will help us change lives.

First, the purple line will make it easier and faster to get to the Takoma
Park Silver Spring campus by bringing the Metro access much closer to
us. Students will spend less time in transit, more time attending classes,
studying, using our computer labs and our library, consulting with
academic advisors, doing volunteer work in the community, receiving
support from our tutoring and study staff, study center staff, and
everyone else at the college who helps them succeed.

It will make it easier for them to get to work after school or before school,
and it will make it easier for them to get home and spend time with their
families.

Second, the purple line will provide access to a huge network of
educational options after and even during their time at Montgomery
College.

More than half the students that enter MC intend to transfer to a 4-year
college or university, earn a Bachelors degree and beyond. The largest
recipient of MC transfer students is the University of Maryland at College
Park, and the purple line will provide a direct transit link to that campus.

It will in effect marry the Takoma Park Silver Spring campus of
Montgomery College to the University of Maryland at College Park. Not
a shotgun wedding, but a great wedding of convenience.

Third, the purple line will provide access to our students to the other
campuses of Montgomery College and the more than 60 programs
offered by nine University of Maryland system institutions located at the
universities at Shady Grove.

It will also allow our students quick and easy access to jobs and
internships at the firms located in the biotechnology corridor in the
Shady Grove area.

In sum, the purple line will open up numerous educational opportunities
to the residents of Montgomery County.

At its core, the purple line is an extremely important economic
development workforce creation project. Please build it as soon as
possible so that we can more effectively close the gap between
American reality and the American dream. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Gigi Godwin, G-I-G-I, Godwin, G-O-D-W-I-N. I am the
president of the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify tonight in support of the Purple Line.

The business community supports those transportation projects that do
the most to relieve congestion, promote economic development and
contribute to the long-term economic and environmental vibrancy and
sustainability of our community. For those reasons, the Montgomery
County Chamber of Commerce supports a light rail Purple Line.

We believe that this is the best long- term investment that the Maryland
and Federal Transit Administrations could make in our community. A
light rail Purple Line will provide a reliable, efficient, and environmentally
sound mode of transportation for our employees, our students, and all
our citizens. A high quality mode of transportation is a critical component
of attracting and retaining high-tech employers and high-tech jobs. And
finally, a light rail Purple Line will provide the missing link in our regional
transit connectivity.

Therefore, we urge the selection of a light rail mode along the
Georgetown Branch alignment as the locally preferred alternative. So
the three key factors: reliability and efficiency. The light rail options
outlined in the DEIS significantly outperform the bus rapid transit options
in both reliability and efficiency. Given that both the low and medium
BRT systems would use shared lanes at existing roadways, reliability of
these systems decrease as traffic continues to increase with those
buses stuck in the same traffic as the cars on the road, offering
commuters no incentive to leave their cars and use that type of Purple
Line. Light rail, however, with its faster speeds and dedicated right-of-
way along the Georgetown Branch Trail offers significant efficiency and
reliability with travel times of 9 minutes from Bethesda to Silver Spring
as opposed to the 25 minutes the bus rapid transit system would offer.

For businesses and their employees, time is money. And the only way
these employees will use the system is if they know they can rely on it to
get them to their destination whether it be work, school or daycare in a
predictable and short period of time.

Key factor number two, economic development benefits. Many stations
have been identified as opportunities for economic development,
including Chevy Chase lakes in the Tacoma Langley area which is part
of the joint Master Plan between Montgomery and Prince George's
counties. This kind of economic development is consistent with both the
Montgomery County and state of Maryland's strategy for transit oriented
development that creates environmentally friendly pedestrian
communities. Light rail is preferable to bus rapid transit because of the
fixed investment by government in the infrastructure which gives
potential buyers of property both business and residential a confidence
that property will continue to appreciate because of proximity to the light
rail station.

And finally, regional connectivity. Thank you very much.
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thank you for the opportunity to represent the college this evening and
our students and employees who rely on public transit.

Prince George's Community College enrolls approximately 40,000
students, 40,052 this year. We offer more than 100 programs of study,
and we employ 1,000 full time and 1,500 part time employees.

We have extension centers throughout Prince George's County at the
University Town Center in Hyattsville, Laurel College Center in Laurel,
the Skill Trade Center in Camp Springs and Andrews Air Force Base.

In addition to providing quality education for our students, our mission is
to make education affordable and accessible.

To that end, while we support the purple line and like the speakers
before me, we want you to start in New Carrollton, but we don't want you
to end there.

We urge you in your next phase to consider a proposed route that would
include Prince George's Community College.

There is limited access for Metro, bus and rail travelers to the campus.
In 2005, roughly 3/4 of our student body reported getting to class by
vehicle rather than using public transportation.

The time that students spent commuting to class appears to be
increasing over the years. The proposed purple line will connect the
major central business districts and activity centers of Bethesda, Silver
Spring, Takoma and Langley Park, College Park, University of Maryland
and New Carrollton.

While the current proposal already includes a direct link to the state's
flagship university in Prince George's County, we recommend that in the
future, you consider connections to Prince George's Community College.

There is a large population that relies on public transit and many
residents in the county who choose or have to take public transit instead
of driving to our main campus. So we want to urge you to consider this
alternate route as your next priority as you phase the purple line through
in Prince George's County.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak.
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Submission Content/Notes : It's Victor Weissberg, V-I-C-T-O-R W-E-I-S-S-B-E-R-G. Good afternoon.
I'm Victor Weissberg of the Prince George's County Department of
Public Works and Transportation.

I would like to thank Governor O'Malley, Secretary Porcari for their
leadership and commitment to this project of regional and national
significance. On behalf of the Department I would like to express our
strong support for the Purple Line from Bethesda to New Carrollton and
to do so as Light Rail.

While the major transportation corridors in our region have been built
along the traditional spokes of the wagon wheel, radiating from the core,
the actual growth patterns have been and continue to be much different.
Numerous communities in the inner suburbs have grown in to mini cities.
Yet, transportation connecting these centers has been woefully
insufficient.

We agree that the purpose and need of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, that the Purple Line would serve east-west transit patrons
which currently are not served by a fixed guide-way option.

Building roads and relying on vehicle-based modes of transportation
alone will not solve the problem. We need a comprehensive approach
and that means the Purple Line as Light Rail will be a tremendous first
step.

The Purple Line is critical in addressing the need to help connect the
existing WMATA Rail System together, the Orange Line in New
Carrollton, the Green Line in College Park, and the two spokes of the
Red Line in Montgomery County.

Therefore, it is also vital that we connect to the existing network of not
just Metrorail but MARC College Park, New Carrollton, and Silver Spring
and AMTRAK's northeast corridor in New Carrollton.

The Purple Line is essential and only as light rail will it truly meet the
needs of our communities for the 21st century and serve as the catalyst
for the type of economic development and environmentally prudent
growth that we all strive for.

In a region where we cannot continue down the path of sprawl, the
Purple Line in Prince George's County will provide the ideal synergy for
expanding the economic engine of the region at locations like Langley
Park, College Park at East Campus, and M Square as well as New
Carrollton, just to mention some of the burgeoning opportunities that
await.

As the DEIS shows the ridership exists, there will be fewer vehicles on
the road, commute times will be significantly reduced. Therefore, the
time is now to build the Purple Line and to build it as Light Rail.

We continue to work with the MTA on design details which require
additional effort and frankly are not quite up to par with the level of detail
that has been put forth for the Montgomery County section. The
Department will be submitting more detailed written comments to the
DEIS, for the record, prior to the January 14, 2009 deadline. Thank you
very much for the opportunity to speak this morning.



 - RECORD #2872 DETAIL
First Name : Victor
Last Name : Weissberg
Business Name : Prince George's County
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : VWEISSBERG@CO.PG.MD.US



Submission Content/Notes : Please find comments to the DEIS for the Purple Line from Prince
George’s County attached and below.  Thank you.

January 13, 2009

Diane Ratcliff
Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

Serving as the Special Assistant to the Director of Prince George’s
County’s Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T), I
am providing comments on behalf of the county regarding the Purple
Line Draft Environmental Impact statement (DEIS).  First and foremost,
Prince George’s County strongly supports construction of the Purple
Line as a Light Rail Transit (LRT) system from New Carrollton to
Bethesda.  It is imperative that the best possible project is built from the
start, and this means the high option light rail, as designated in the DEIS
for the Prince George’s portions of the alignment.  The Purple Line is a
project vital for this county, its citizens and residents, as it will provide
increased access and mobility, reduced travel times, and help spur
economic development.  However, there must be equity in the reduction
of impacts throughout the alignment, not just in particular areas, as well
as in design concepts and project amenities.

As correctly stated in the DEIS Purpose and Need, the Purple Line
would serve east-west transit patrons currently not served by a fixed-
guideway option.  Building new roads and relying on vehicle based
modes of transportation, alone, will not solve traffic congestion
problems.  The Purple Line as LRT will be an important step towards a
more sustainable, long-term approach in addressing the region’s
transportation needs.  The Purple Line will also connect the existing
WMATA rail system together – the Orange Line in New Carrollton, the
Green Line in College Park and the two spokes of the Red Line in
Montgomery.  In addition, it is essential that we also provide greater
connectivity to MARC at College Park, New Carrollton and Silver Spring,
as well as AMTRAK’s Northeast Corridor in New Carrollton.  We cannot
continue on a path of sprawl in this region.  The Purple Line will provide
the necessary synergy for expansion of the economic engine of the
region at locations including, but not limited to, Langley Park, College



Park – East Campus and M-Square, and New Carrollton.

Only as LRT, will the Purple Line truly meet the needs of the diverse
communities along this route.  It will provide faster service, the ability to
attract a greater ridership, reduce the largest number of single
occupancy vehicle trips, and provide higher capacity.  Consequently, we
believe that the Purple will have better long-term value and
effectiveness, and will assist in maximizing economic development.
According to the DEIS, the medium LRT would generate 62,600 daily
boardings compared to 51,800 for medium Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).
The ride between the University of Maryland Campus and Bethesda
would be 34 minutes for medium LRT, as compared to 49 minutes for
medium BRT.  In addition, medium LRT would result in at least 4,000
new transit trips relative to the No Build Alternative, as compared to the
medium BRT.

Diane Ratcliff

January 13, 2009

Page 2

Prince George’s County firmly believes that it is essential the best
possible project must be built.  Consequently, Prince George’s County
will support only the Purple Line constructed to New Carrollton, phases
constructed under a deferred basis.  In fact, Prince George’s County
strongly encourages the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) to begin
construction of the Purple Line at New Carrollton and then working west
to Bethesda.

MTA has proposed that the alignment travel in a shared lane on Paint
Branch Parkway going under the CSX Bridge.  Prince George’s County
has and continues its strong opposition to a shared lane and requests
that a dedicated lane for any alignment on Paint Branch Parkway be
provided.  If the project does not provide a dedicated lane, road
maintenance for Paint Branch Parkway from US Route 1 to River Road
should revert to State Highway Administration (SHA).

Throughout the alignment, Prince George’s County supports any new
fixed-guideway transit to travel dedicated lanes rather than in shared
lanes.  This will provide for faster travel times, and well as a better
defined project.  With regard to impacts to drainage and stormwater
management systems, any impact to stormwater management
structures or systems must be fully addressed, and restored to being in
complete compliance with county standards and regulations.

A potential site for a light rail maintenance facility has been identified in
Prince George’s County.  Final resolution of this site should be



concluded between MTA and the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC).

We are concerned about the level of design included in the DEIS.  The
portions in Prince George’s County are, on the whole, significantly less
than for other segments of the alignment.  In addition, Prince George’s
County must be assured that the level of design and amenities, as well
as efforts to reduce impacts are no less than in segments of the
alignment outside of the county.  Furthermore, the county assumes that
design elements not included in the DEIS will still be fully explored and
included in the final plans.  Examples of where the MTA has not studied
elements in detail, in Prince George’s County are as follows:

·        Dedicated lane use for transit on Paint Branch Parkway.

·        Construction of a new CSX Bridge.

·        Aerial crossing of the Kenilworth Avenue (MD201) and East-West

Highway/Riverdale Road (MD410) Intersection.  (This is a concept that
was developed by students at the University of Maryland and should be
explored further.  In general, there needs to be significantly more
emphasis on the design of the alignment at intersections in Prince
George’s County).

Alignment on the south side of MD 410 from 58th Avenue to Veterans
Parkway. (While not in the DEIS, MTA staff and representatives had
indicated that such an option would be studied and could be
accommodated).  Based on this information, Prince George’s County
encouraged further study.  However, more recently, MTA has suggested
that only the option that would operate in turning lanes (in the DEIS as
the

Dane Ratcliff
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high option) would be the option considered, due to the level of impacts.
This is an example of the confusion resulting from an alignment not
being fully studied before inclusion in the DEIS.

Better integration of the proposed Takoma/Langley Park Transit Center
with the Purple Line is needed.
Classification of design elements do not appear to be consistent.  (A
BRT/LRT separated grade crossing (two bridges) at Connecticut Avenue
is listed as a medium element, yet a grade separation crossing on
Annapolis Road is considered only as a high element even with
favorable topographic conditions).
More in-depth study of potential noise impacts on surrounding



communities and mitigation techniques that can be utilized should be
performed.  Concerns raised by the Hanson Oaks community serve as
another example of the need for greater attention to the design in
minimizing impacts to communities in Prince George’s County.   We
request that the MTA further investigate design features that can help
reduce impacts to this and other affected communities.
Consideration of added design elements to the Prince George’s County
portion such as bike/pedestrian facilities, grass tracks and other
amenities afforded to the Montgomery County portion should be given.
Design of the New Carrollton Station must accommodate future
extension of the Purple Line as a one seat ride to Largo and beyond.  (If
the Ellin Road option is the preferred alternative, provision of an off-road
bus layover location should be incorporated).

The FTA looks to determine state/ local commitment by inclusion in the
Region’s Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP).   Currently, the Purple
Line segment from New Carrollton to Silver Spring is not in the CLRP.
The lack of inclusion in the CLRP should not hinder the ability for the
Prince George’s County portion of the alignment to move forward as a
part of or as the initial segment of the Purple Line to be constructed.

In summary, Prince George’s County strongly encourages the timely
advance of the Purple Line into the FTA’s funding process and ultimately
into construction.  It is critical for this county and the region for the
Purple Line to be built as LRT for the reasons stated herein.  Please do
not hesitate to contact me at 301.883.5600 if you have any questions.

                                                            Sincerely,

Victor Weissberg

Special Assistant to the Director
Attachments : PG County.pdf (199 kb)
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Submission Content/Notes : Linna, L-I-N-N-A, Barnes, B-A-R-N-E-S. Good evening. I'm Linna Barnes
and I'm a council member in the town of Chevy Chase and also a former
mayor. I really appreciate this opportunity to come to you, before you
tonight and present these comments.

What I want to focus on is some of the consequences to the county as a
whole. The Purple Line's two primary goals are to create a more
effective transportation system and to encourage economic
development. We applaud these goals but we are extremely concerned
that the state, by designing an east-west connection, that potentially
costs 1.6 billion dollars, is putting all its eggs into one transportation
basket. When the transportation needs, throughout Montgomery County,
and the rate of growth, north Bethesda, in particular, are astonishing.

According to Park and Planning, the national, Maryland National Park
and Planning Council, two-thirds of this forecasted growth is anticipated
in the northern half of the I-270 corridor and other high-growth areas
include the Naval Medical Center and the White Oak facilities. We feel
that there are transportation needs that must be addressed when the
state is looking at all the counties needs. There's a Carter City
Transitway that will remove traffic from I-270 daily, improve commute
times, and provide needed transit options to the burgeoning transit-
oriented community, such as Germantown and Clarksburg.

There's also the Rockville Pike area at North Bethesda Town Center,
where 1.2 million square foot of project is planned on acres. And at the
White Flint Mall area, where major development is also planned. We
commend Mark Elridge for for taking the lead on developing a creative
use of bus rapid transit in these areas and the county as a whole that will
provide options.

The other obviously major area of growth is the Naval Medical Center.
You just heard from the councilwoman from New Carrollton talk about
her parents wanting to come there because they will no longer be going
to Walter Reed. We believe that a one seat ride is a much better option
for these people coming to go to the Naval Medical Center. It will provide
a much more smooth ride for these people and to do that, you really
need to look much more thoroughly at option number 6, which is the
Jones Bridge Rapid Transit, Bus Rapid Transit.

And looking at this DEIS, we're extremely concerned that the full cost for
the light rail of the Master Plan alignment are not fully articulated and we
will be requesting further documentation of those costs.

We are also concerned that the actual cost of the county are not being
full accounted for. We would like to know how the state was able to keep
the high end LRT at 1.6 billion, when they had originally projected the
cost to be between 1.6 and 1.75 billion. All of this is a little bit suspect
when you look at what this brings the cost down for the cost-effective
measurement will come in at 23.71 dollars and the, the transit threshold
is 24 dollars.

Finally, we're calling on our elected officials to show real leadership,
fiscal responsibility, creativity in finding solutions to today's transit needs
and in planning for tomorrow's. It is time to modify a nearly 20-year-old
plan.

We really can't afford one glitzy project that the state's, that state studies
have shown will primarily just shift people from one transit mode to
another so that we can get between a point to point, point A to point B
quicker. The transit needs in this county are enormous.



Yesterday's high-end Purple Line dream should not soak up the dollars
needed to address tomorrow's real transit needs around the county.
Thank you for giving us this time to talk to you.
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name is H-I-R-S-H. I live in the village of North Chevy Chase. I'm also a
member of the council that governs that village. And I am here today to
identify that the Village of North Chevy Chase has approximately 200
homes and we are adjacent to Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut
Avenue. We are very sensitive the current level of traffic that we have
today.

And speaking for myself and for a number of the neighbors, we're very
concerned about the traffic that will evolve in the area related to
population growth, economic development, BRAC, there are a host of
issues we've heard them say. I won't go through all of those. But I am a
concerned citizen. I'm glad to have the opportunity to speak with this
group.

So traffic today on Jones Bridge Road and on Connecticut Avenue is
close to untenable. I drive that just about every day and it concerns me
greatly to imagine a future where we have even more traffic on either
Connecticut Avenue or Jones Bridge Road. To me, that seems, that
seems untenable, unrealistic, and I can't imagine how that could be
made feasible.

I have concerns also if, if we were to, sorry, I'm chewing my words, if we
were to have BRT on Jones Bridge Road, I have great concerns that we
would have increased incidents of pedestrian accidents with residents of
the neighborhoods on either side of Jones Bridge Road who walk and of
the students of the elementary school, North Chevy Chase. So, I have
great concerns over the safety of the community and the impact of BRT
on Jones Bridge Road.

I'm a huge supporter of the Purple Line in general and I'm personally a
supporter of LRT. Almost any of the options of light rail. In my opinion,
BRT is simply not a viable option. If it seems reasonable to me that if
LRT is even remotely similar environmentally to BRT, which, the DEIS
proves that it is, it would be crazy to add traffic onto the streets when we
have a viable option to take traffic off of the streets. That's my closing
argument. Thanks.
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The purple line will provide for the University accessible regional
connections for the members of our community. It will assist our East
campus initiative and it will enable the university to reduce its carbon
footprint.

For these reasons, we strongly support the construction of the purple
line.

However, the DEIS has not addressed the impact of the train on the
research enterprise of the University and it is to this topic which we wish
to speak today.

By any measure, the University is a research powerhouse. About 1/3 of
our more than a billion dollar budget comes from external funds
dedicated to research.

Research on the order of $400 million a year to a university without a
medical school places us among the elite in the nation.

Our largest funder is the Department of Defense. The University has
forged partnerships with federal labs such as NASA/Goddard, NIH and
NOA which extends our research influence in the country's research
enterprise.

Our growing partnership with NIS, for example, has enabled the National
Science Foundation to designate our joint quantum institute as a
frontiers in physics center, one of only ten in the nation.

As a leading research university, the role that we play in the state cannot
be overstated. Not only does our research expand knowledge, it draws
talent to the state and our graduates trained in the latest research
techniques and state-of-the-art equipment find employment in the
research enterprise that thrives in the State of Maryland.

Much of the innovative and path-breaking scientific research and training
that we do involves equipment that is extraordinarily sensitive and will
only function in a very quiet environment that we currently enjoy.

The effects of rapid mass transit include both vibration and magnetic
field fluctuations that exceed the specifications of equipment currently on
the market and will affect experiments that we perform and thereby have
the potential to negatively and irretrievably impact our current and future
research environment.

I am joined today by two professors from the University who will discuss
this in more detail.

MR. PHILLIPS: But briefly looking at the time. I'm Collin Phillips. I'm a
Professor in Linguistics in the Neuroscience Program, and my charge is
to describe the impacts of electromagnetic interference sometimes
called just EMI on research at the University.

So why does light rail create electromagnetic interference? There are
two main sources.

First, trains are very large metal objects up to about 180 feet long that
will move through the campus at 10 to 15 miles an hour. This distorts the
earth's magnetic field everywhere near the train.



Second, the trains are powered by strong electrical currents in wires
along the routes and where there are strong electrical currents, there are
strong magnetic fields.

Why do we care about this? We care a lot because a quiet
electromagnetic environment is crucial for a lot of the cutting edge
research being done at the University.

It is essential for things like electromycroscopy, low temperature physics,
nuclear magnetic resonance imaging, biomagnetic brain recordings, to
name a few.

Currently we have a very quiet electromagnetic environment. The
University commissioned a study over the summer and measured 22
locations and almost all of them have a very low magnetic level around.1
to.2 mili (inaudible)

What difference would light rail make? From damaging to devastating
depending on the site, spreading areas up to 300 feet on either side of
the track, potentially taking out an 80-acre swath of the campus.

In some areas it would increase levels from.05 miligouse to 30
miligouse. That's like trying to record a quiet conversation standing next
to a jackhammer.

These instruments (inaudible) weigh tons and are in special structures.
We are also worried because electromagnetic interference receives zero
mention in the DIS statement, and therefore we think it's very important
that this be addressed.

MR. RALSTON: I'm Steve Ralston, Professor of Physics and Director of
the Joint Quantum Institute.

The vibration levels discussed in the DEIS are orders of magnitude
higher than we need for our research. More appropriate to deciding
whether a building shakes or not.

The research and architectural communities have developed vibration
standards for research buildings that are much more stringent than
those in the DEIS.

As an example, a recent standard referred to as (inaudible) as
developed in the process of constructing a lab mist and has been
adopted as the design standard for the new physical sciences complex
under design for the northen part of campus.

Concerns about potential impact from light rail on campus led the
University to hire a consultant to study vibration. Preliminary results
show that the campus is exceptionally quiet in terms of vibration with
most locations meeting this day's standards.

As part of the environmental impact study, it's necessary for the state to
acknowledge these unique conditions and requirements. This may
impact choice of alignment as well as track and train design,
construction and maintenance.

The University looks forward to working with the state to address these
issues so that the University can continue in its role as a national leader
in research.
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